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white labour. On the other hand, a certain amount of financial
assistance has been given to the industry by special fiscal arrange-
ments. As the output of sugar has somewhat increased since these
changes were inaugurated, they may reasonably be claimed to have
been a success. Whether or not the tropical climate will permit
the growth of a white agricultural population, not constantly
recruited from temperate regions, is a more debatable matter, and
the attempts in this direction must still be regarded as being In the
nature of an experiment.
Both soil and climate appear to be well adapted to the cotton
plant, but the want of a supply of cheap labour has prevented its
extensive cultivation. The high price of cotton after the 1914-18
war, together with a Government guarantee of a minimum return,
induced many farmers to devote more attention to It. From less
than 10 acres in 1915, the productive area under cotton increased
to 50,000 acres in 1924, Between 1926 and 1931 the average
fell to less than 20,000 acres but rose in 1935-37 to 56,000, At
present the industry would appear to depend for its existence on
Government bounties paid on home-grown cotton. Coffee and
tobacco are cultivated, but in each case the industry is of little
importance. Fruit-growing is more prosperous, and bananas,
oranges, pineapples, mangoes, and plums arc all raised.
TOWNS AND COMMUNICATIONS. The towns of the coastal plain
are situated, either on the coast, or on navigable rivers ; and their
main function is to act as collecting and distributing centres, though
in some cases they prepare raw material for export. Brisbane,
the capital, is situated in the more temperate south, on the Brisbane
river, twenty-five miles from Moreton Bay and at the head of
navigation for large vessels. It is connected with the interior by
a railway which runs through Toowoomba (near the junction for
Sydney) to Charleville and Cunnaraulla. Thus it taps some of the
trade of the Darling Downs (though much of this goes by Sydney),
and of the great pastoral districts beyond. It also receives the
products of the coastal plain by a line which runs northward, through
the mining town of Gympie, to Rockhampton, Mackay, Townsville,
and Cairns. Rockhampton is situated on the navigable Piteroy
river, forty-three miles from its mouth, and, besides being the port for
a rich agricultural area along the coast, and the outlet of the Mount
Morgan mining district, it is connected bv rail with the pastoral